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Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project Information

Instructions for Completing

Part 1 – Project Information.  The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1.  Responses become part of the 
application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.  Complete Part 1 based on 
information currently available.  If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as
thoroughly as possible based on current information.

Complete all items in Part 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the 
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item.

Part 1 – Project and Sponsor Information

Name of Action or Project:

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map):

Brief Description of Proposed Action:

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone:

E-Mail:

Address:

City/PO: State: Zip Code:

1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance,
administrative rule, or regulation?

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that 
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2.  If no, continue to question 2.

NO YES

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency?
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval:

NO YES

3. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?     __________ acres
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?     __________ acres
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?     __________ acres

Check all land uses that occur on, adjoining  near the proposed actio

Rural (non-agriculture) ndustrial Commercial Residential (suburban)

Forest Agriculture

Parkland
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5. Is the proposed action,

a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

NO YES N/A

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?
NO YES

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area?

If Yes, identify: ________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES

a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels?

Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action?

Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near site of the proposed
action?

NO YES

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?

If No, describe method for providing potable : _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES

11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: ______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES

NO YES

.  Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?

If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: _____________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES
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Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply:

Shoreline Forest Agricultural/grasslands Early mid-successional

Wetland Urban     Suburban

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed by the State or
Federal government as threatened or endangered?

NO YES

16. Is the project site located in the lood plan? NO YES

17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources?
If Yes,

a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties?

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)?
If Yes, briefly describe:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES

18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that result in the impoundment of water
or other liquids (e.g.  retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?

If Yes, explain purpose and size

____________________________________________________________________________________________

_

NO YES

19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed solid waste
management facility?

If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES

20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been subject of remediation (ongoing
completed) for hazardous waste?
If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES

I  THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE

    Date: _____________________Applicant/sponsor name: ______________________ __________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________
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Rome BESS 1​
Supplemental Project Explanation and Grandfathering 

Request 

Planning Board Site Plan Review Application 

600 to 608 Canal Street, Rome, New York 13440​
Applicant: DLD Energy, LLC​

Property Owner: Demeter Land Development Land Holdings, LLC 

PROJECT SNAPSHOT 

Item Summary 
Project Rome BESS 1, a utility interactive battery energy storage system 
Location 600 to 608 Canal Street, City of Rome, New York, Waterfront Zoning District 
Parcel Parcel ID 242.074 2 44, approximately 0.61 acres 
Project area Approximately 0.106 acres of land disturbance or developed project area 
System size 4.968 MWAC, export limited, with approximately 15.416 MWh initial energy capacity 
Equipment Four Tesla Megapack 2XL P130 EC23 units, four 1500 kVA transformers, 15 kV switchgear, utility 

metering and disconnect equipment, BOS panel, Tesla site controller and underground electrical 
cabling 

Utility interconnection National Grid distribution system at 13.2 kV, existing pole 507, feeder 36 18 76254 
Buildings No occupied buildings proposed 
Access 20 foot gravel access road, double access switch gate and Knox entry for emergency service access 
Safety design notes Project drawings note design to NFPA 855 and UL 9540A, UL 9540 listed equipment to be provided, 

emergency operations plan and hazard mitigation analysis to be provided at building permit 

PURPOSE OF THIS SUPPLEMENTAL PACKET 

This supplemental packet is submitted with the Planning Board application to explain the proposed project, 
provide a plain English summary of the site plan review request, and preserve the applicant’s request that any 
BESS moratorium adopted after submission of this application include grandfathering for pending applications and 
reliance based projects. 

The applicant is not asking the City to waive safety review. The applicant is asking the City to allow this filed 
application to proceed through the normal Site Plan Review process, with appropriate review by City staff, the 
Planning Board, the Fire Department, code officials, National Grid and any other reviewing agencies. 

REQUESTED ACTION 

The applicant respectfully requests that the City of Rome Planning Board accept this supplemental explanation 
into the record for the Site Plan Review application and recommend that any proposed BESS moratorium include 
the following grandfathering language: 

This moratorium shall not apply to any application for site plan review, zoning approval, building permit, variance, 
special use permit or other project approval submitted to the City before the effective date of this Ordinance.​
​
This moratorium shall also not apply to any project for which, before the effective date of this Ordinance, the City 
issued written confirmation that the proposed use was allowed in the applicable zoning district, and the applicant 
relied on that written confirmation by acquiring property, preparing project plans, submitting interconnection 
materials or incurring project specific expenses. 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 

The purpose of the project is to install a 4.968 MWAC standalone battery energy storage system at 600 to 608 
Canal Street in Rome, New York. The project will connect to the existing National Grid distribution system and is 
expected to participate in New York’s VDER program or other applicable wholesale, retail or utility programs to 
provide services to the local electric grid and distribution network. 

The project is not associated with an existing electrical generation facility. It is intended to charge from and 
discharge to the local electric grid. The system is proposed on a vacant parcel in the Waterfront Zoning District. 
The parcel is approximately 0.61 acres and the proposed developed project area is approximately 0.106 acres. 

The project will include a 20 foot gravel access road, electrical conduit, wire, trenching, pad mounted battery 
energy storage equipment, transformers, switchgear, utility metering and disconnect equipment, fencing, access 
gates, a Knox entry, and other related interconnection and control equipment. No occupied building is proposed. 

The proposed equipment layout is shown on the submitted site plan. The site plan identifies four BESS units, four 
BESS transformers, one 15 kV switchgear, one BOS panel, one Tesla site controller, underground medium 
voltage cable, utility equipment, a point of interconnection, project fencing, a proposed laydown area, a proposed 
parking area and a 20 foot access road. 

BACKGROUND AND RELIANCE 

The applicant started its search for properties in 2025 and found 600 Canal Street as the best location given the 
industrial nature of the site, the surrounding industrial uses, and the presence of three phase lines with available 
capacity. Before proceeding, the applicant requested confirmation from the City regarding whether the proposed 
use was allowed in the Waterfront District. The City confirmed in writing that the use was an allowed use in the 
Waterfront District and directed the applicant to the Site Plan Review process. 

In reliance on that written confirmation, the applicant advanced the project, purchased the property, incurred 
project specific design and interconnection expenses, and prepared a Site Plan Review application under the 
zoning and application procedures in effect before adoption of any BESS moratorium. 

The project is currently in the “study” position with National Grid.  Once the preliminary study is concluded, the 
applicant will have 60 days to place a deposit to start grid updates or lose its queue position and have any 
interconnection payments already paid forfeited.  The applicant will lose a significant amount of money paid to 
interconnection fees, and likely will not be able to build the project if the moratorium goes into place as written 

The applicant’s request is narrow. If the City recommends or adopts a BESS moratorium, the applicant requests 
that pending applications and reliance based projects be expressly grandfathered so they may continue through 
review.  

 

This request does not prevent the City from requiring reasonable safety, fire, engineering, access, stormwater, 
decommissioning or code compliance conditions. 

DESIGN AND INTERCONNECTION 

The proposed system is designed as a utility interactive battery energy storage system with a maximum AC 
output of 4.968 MWAC, export limited by utility controls. The preliminary site plan identifies the system as 4.968 
MWAC. The system may be designed for modular expansion or alternate energy capacity depending on final 
equipment selection, provided AC export remains subject to utility interconnection approval and applicable City 
approvals. 

The project is expected to interconnect to the National Grid distribution system at 13.2 kV using existing utility 
infrastructure near pole 507 on feeder 36 18 76254. The interconnection design includes utility owned and 
customer owned electrical equipment, utility metering, utility disconnect equipment, 15 kV switchgear, 
underground medium voltage cabling, transformers, protection devices, and related monitoring and control 
equipment. 
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The project is presently navigating the National Grid interconnection study phase, with a targeted conclusion in 
September 2026. The applicant remains responsible for all costs associated with necessary local electrical grid 
infrastructure enhancements identified through this utility review.  

Pending the definitive outcomes of the current utility analysis, a subsequent energy storage installation of 
equivalent capacity and size is being considered for evaluation at this location. Given the parcel's dimensions, no 
further development beyond these two storage projects is being contemplated or is feasible for the site. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Construction is expected to begin after receipt of all required local, utility and permit approvals. The current project 
narrative anticipates construction beginning in spring 2027 and completion in fall 2027, subject to utility study 
results, procurement, permitting and final approvals. 

Construction will include site preparation, installation or improvement of the access road, installation of equipment 
pads, fencing, trenching for underground electrical conduit, installation of battery enclosures, transformers, 
switchgear, utility interconnection equipment and related controls. Construction vehicle activity will be temporary 
and limited to the construction period. 

The applicant will use standard construction best practices, including appropriate erosion and sediment control 
measures, construction access controls, debris management and restoration of disturbed areas after construction. 
No public water or sewer service is expected to be required for ongoing operation of the project. 

STORMWATER, DRAINAGE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

The parcel is generally flat with minimal slopes. The project is limited in footprint and is expected to disturb 
approximately 0.106 acres of the 0.61 acre parcel. The project does not anticipate disturbance of existing natural 
resources based on current project information. 

Other than the access road and equipment pads, the project intends to maintain meadow or vegetative cover 
where practicable. Existing drainage patterns are expected to remain largely unchanged, subject to final civil 
review. Standard stormwater mitigation measures will be used as necessary and as required by City staff or 
applicable reviewing agencies. 

A final civil plan may supplement this application with impervious surface calculations, grading details, drainage 
information and any erosion and sediment control details requested by City staff. 

OPERATIONS AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

After construction, the facility will operate as a remotely monitored energy storage facility. Routine site visits are 
expected to be limited to inspections, maintenance, vegetation management, equipment service and emergency 
response if required. The facility will not require daily staffing. 

The project will include controlled access through perimeter fencing and a gate with emergency service Knox 
entry. The submitted site plan provides for 20 foot access lanes to support site access and emergency response. 
Emergency contact information, warning signage and equipment identification signage will be provided as 
required by applicable code and City review. 

The applicant will provide an emergency operations plan and hazard mitigation analysis at the building permit 
stage or earlier if requested as a condition of Site Plan Review. The applicant is willing to coordinate with the City 
Fire Department regarding access, signage, emergency response information, equipment documentation, 
isolation procedures and site familiarization. 

ACCESS, PARKING, ROAD USE AND MAINTENANCE 

Access will be provided by a proposed 20 foot gravel access road. The plan also identifies a proposed parking 
area and proposed laydown area for construction and maintenance purposes. The project is not expected to 
generate meaningful long term traffic because it will be remotely monitored and periodically inspected. 
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Construction traffic will occur during the construction period and will include delivery vehicles, contractor vehicles 
and equipment. After construction, traffic will generally be limited to occasional maintenance, inspection, 
vegetation management and emergency response if necessary. 

FENCING, SCREENING, LANDSCAPING AND VISUAL IMPACT 

The project proposes a 7 foot perimeter fence around the equipment and an additional 7 foot fence along the 
property line. The submitted site plan identifies project fencing, existing fence modifications, surrounding treeline 
and access features. 

The project site is an industrial or utility style installation on a vacant parcel in the Waterfront District. The project 
will not include occupied buildings. Site lighting, if required, will be full cutoff and dark sky friendly. Noise from 
inverters and medium voltage gear is expected to meet applicable City limits at the property line, as noted on the 
current plan. 

FIRE PREVENTION AND LIFE SAFETY 

The submitted site plan notes that the system is designed to NFPA 855 and UL 9540A. It further notes that the 
battery chemistry is LFP, that UL 9540 listing will be provided, that the full UL 9540A report will be submitted, and 
that gas detection setpoints, deflagration venting or equivalent measures per the UL 9540A results, an emergency 
operations plan and a hazard mitigation analysis will be provided at building permit. 

The applicant will provide fire safety materials required by applicable code and City review, including equipment 
certifications, manufacturer documentation, emergency response information, access details, signage plans and 
any safety conditions reasonably required by the City through the Site Plan Review and building permit 
processes. 

APPLICABLE CODE AND STANDARDS COMMITMENTS 

The applicant expects the project to be reviewed under applicable local, state, utility and national standards. 
Based on current project materials, anticipated review topics include: 

●​ National Fire Protection Association standards, including NFPA 855 for stationary energy storage systems 
where applicable. 

●​ NFPA 70, National Electrical Code, for electrical installation requirements. 
●​ UL 9540 listing for battery energy storage system equipment, as applicable to the selected equipment. 
●​ UL 9540A test data and hazard mitigation information as required by code officials. 
●​ UL 1741 and IEEE 1547 related inverter and grid interconnection requirements. 
●​ National Grid interconnection requirements and final utility protection settings. 
●​ City of Rome Site Plan Review conditions, building permit requirements, fire code review, access 

requirements, signage, fencing, screening, stormwater and decommissioning conditions. 

DECOMMISSIONING PLAN 

The applicant will be responsible for decommissioning the project at the end of its useful life or earlier if required 
by applicable approvals. Decommissioning will include disconnection from the electric grid, removal of battery 
enclosures, transformers, switchgear, fencing, aboveground equipment, foundations or pads where required, and 
restoration of disturbed areas as reasonably practicable. 

The applicant is willing to provide a formal decommissioning plan and, if required by the City, a financial security 
mechanism in a form acceptable to the City before construction. The decommissioning plan may address removal 
procedures, disposal or recycling, hazardous materials handling if any, restoration of soils and vegetation, permits 
required for removal and assignment of decommissioning obligations to any successor owner or operator. 
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INSURANCE 

Before construction and operation, the project owner or operator will provide evidence of insurance reasonably 
required by the City and consistent with utility interconnection requirements and industry practice. Insurance may 
include commercial general liability coverage for bodily injury, property damage and other risks associated with 
ownership and operation of the energy storage system. 

 

PLANNING BOARD REVIEW AND COMPLETENESS 

The applicant understands that the City may request additional information during Site Plan Review. The applicant 
is prepared to supplement the application with civil drawings, updated equipment specifications, fire safety 
documentation, stormwater information, emergency response materials, decommissioning materials, signage 
details, lighting details, landscaping information and any other information reasonably required under the City’s 
application checklist and review standards. 

The applicant respectfully requests that the City accept the application for filing and identify any claimed 
deficiencies in writing by reference to the specific checklist item, code section or application requirement. The 
applicant will work promptly to supplement any required materials while preserving the filing date of the pending 
application. 
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