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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING                                                                                     AUGUST 12, 2026 
REGULAR SESSION                                                                                                                         7:00 P.M. 
Proceedings submitted by Eric Seelig, City Clerk 
 
PRESENT: Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
 
Motion by Smith, seconded by Fazio, that the reading of the minutes of the preceding session be 
dispensed with and that they be approved. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 

• The Capitol Theatre financial report for quarter ended 6/30/26 has been received and filed in the 
City Clerk’s Office. 

• Green Porridge of 916 Floyd Ave. has notified the City Clerk’s Office of its intent to obtain an adult-
use retail dispensary license. 

• Audit Report and Management Letter from D’Arcangelo & Co., LLP for the year ended 12/31/25 
has been received and filed in the City Clerk’s Office. 

 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

RES. NO. 98 
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO ENTER INTO AN 
INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT WITH ONEIDA COUNTY WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT FOR THE ONEIDA COUNTY INTERNSHIP PROGRAM. Lovett 

  
RES. NO. 99  
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT #4 TO CAPITAL ACCOUNT (HFO) ERIE 
BOULEVARD DOWNTOWN TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PROJECT (TAP) 
ORIGINIALLY ESTABLISHED THROUGH RESOLUTION 93 ADOPTED ON OCTOBER 
28, 2020. Andrews 

  
RES. NO. 100  
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO ENTER INTO A 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE UTICA PD, NEW 
HARTFORD PD, ONEIDA SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT AND CITY OF ROME POLICE 
DEPARTMENT. James 

  
RES. NO. 101  
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH MILLIKEN SPORTS, LLC. Mayor Lanigan 

 
ORDINANCES 
 

ORD. NO. 9892  
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING AUGUST 17, 2026 THROUGH AUGUST 21, 2026 AND AUGUST 
24, 2026 THROUGH AUGUST 28, 2026 AS AMNESTY PERIODS RELATIVE TO THE 
LATE FEE NORMALLY CHARGED FOR DOG LICENSING. Seelig 

  
  
  



ORD. NO. 9893  
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO APPROVE THE SALE OF CITY 
OWNED PARCEL (410 WEST LIBERTY STREET) TO BUYER FOR $1,000.00. 
Domenico 

  
ORD. NO. 9894  
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO APPROVE THE SALE OF CITY 
OWNED PARCEL (412 WEST LIBERTY STREET) TO BUYER FOR $1,000.00. 
Domenico 

  
ORD. NO. 9895  
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT OF “STOP” SIGNS AT EACH END OF CORTLAND 
AVENUE. Fazio 

  
ORD. NO. 9896  
Adopted 

AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY (709 CANAL STREET). 
Mayor Lanigan 

 
TABLED LEGISLATION 
 

ORD. NO. 9884 
Tabled 

AMENDING ROME CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 80 TO PROHIBIT THE 
ESTABLISHMENT, INSTALLATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF BATTERY ENERGY 
STORAGE SYSTEMS WITHIN THE CITY OF ROME. Mortise, Sbaraglia 

 
 

Motion to adjourn by Smith, seconded by Dursi, and so ordered August 12, 2026. 



COMMON COUNCIL                                         AUGUST 12, 2026 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 98  
 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO ENTER INTO AN INTERMUNICIPAL 
AGREEMENT WITH ONEIDA COUNTY WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT FOR THE ONEIDA COUNTY 

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM. 
 
By Councilor Sbaraglia: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Oneida County Board of Legislators passed Resolution No. 230 on May 13, 
1998, creating a job training program now known as the “Oneida County College Student Corps 
Internship Program”, which provides funding to match Oneida County-based college and trade 
school students with employers in their fields of study and offer them summer work and 
mentoring; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Rome, New York, was offered the opportunity to participate in the 
Oneida County Internship Program through an agreement whereby up to ten (10) interns, which 
will be paid $16.00 per hour for two hundred (200) hours, will be provided for students to connect 
his or her school-based learning with authentic work-based experience; and 

 
WHEREAS, Brandon Lovett, Director of Parks & Recreation for the City of Rome is 

supportive of providing this experience; now, therefore, 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Rome, New York, that the Mayor 
of the City of Rome, be and is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement with Oneida County, 
with regard to the Oneida County Internship Program, pursuant to the attached application 
which is made part of this Resolution; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that for the duration of the aforesaid agreement, Oneida 
County will provide general liability insurance to cover participating students naming the City of 
Rome as an additional insured.  
 
Seconded by Councilor Sparace. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 

















COMMON COUNCIL                                           AUGUST 12 2026 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 99 
 
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT #4 TO CAPITAL ACCOUNT (HFO) ERIE BOULEVARD DOWNTOWN 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE PROJECT (TAP) ORIGINIALLY ESTABLISHED THROUGH 
RESOLUTION 93 ADOPTED ON OCTOBER 28, 2020.  

 
By Councilor Dursi: 
 

WHEREAS, Matthew Andrews, Deputy Director of the Department of Community and 
Economic Development for the City of Rome, has requested to amend the Capital Account (HFO) 
Erie Boulevard Downtown Transportation Alternative (TAP) Project; now, therefore 
 

BE RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Rome hereby authorizes an 
amendment, as follows: 
 
Source:      Amount:              Use:                              
NYS DOT TAP     $1,059,200  Planning/Design/Construction  
NYS DOT Touring 2021  $1,036,048.47  Right of Way/Construction 
NYS DOT Touring 2024  $1,402,904.90  Construction 
NYS DOT Touring 2026  $366,106.63  Construction 
DRI Capital Acct. HGJ   $21,377.50  Construction (signage) 
 
Total      $3,885,637.50   
; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Rome Treasurer is directed to make such 
changes as may be necessary to effectuate the amendment authorized hereby and that same be 
consistent with the City’s policies and procedures, and any applicable law.  
 
Seconded by Councilor Reilly. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 





COMMON COUNCIL                                         AUGUST 12, 2026 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 100 
 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE UTICA PD, NEW HARTFORD PD, ONEIDA SHERIFF’S 

DEPARTMENT AND CITY OF ROME POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
 

By Councilor Smith: 
 
 WHEREAS, Kevin James, Chief of the City of Rome Police Department, has recommended 
that the City of Rome, New York, enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Utica PD, 
New Hartford PD, and Oneida Sheriff’s Department, to participate in the METRO SWAT team, 
pursuant to the terms described in the attached “Police Mutual Aid Agreement”, which is made 
part of this Resolution; now, therefore, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Rome, that the Mayor of the City 
of Rome is hereby authorized to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Utica PD, 
New Hartford PD, and Oneida Sheriff’s Department, to participate in the METRO SWAT team, 
pursuant to the terms described in the attached “Police Mutual Aid Agreement”, which is made 
part of this Resolution, for a period that shall commence upon execution of the parties and will 
remain in effect until August 5, 2030.  
 
Seconded by Councilor Sparace. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 
 
 

















COMMON COUNCIL                                                    AUGUST 12, 2026 
   

RESOLUTION NO. 101 
 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO 
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH MILLIKEN SPORTS, LLC. 

 
By Councilor Fazio: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Rome, New York has recommended that the City of 
Rome, New York, enter into an agreement with Milliken Sports, LLC, for the use of the property 
known as John F. Kennedy Arena, located at 500 West Embargo Street, pursuant to the attached 
agreement; now, therefore, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Rome, that the Mayor of the City 
of Rome is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement with Milliken Sports, LLC, for the use of 
the property known as John F. Kennedy Arena, located at 500 West Embargo Street, pursuant to 
the attached agreement, which is made part of this Resolution.   
 
Seconded by Councilor Reilly. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 
 

























COMMON COUNCIL                                                    AUGUST 12, 2026 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 9892   
 

AUTHORIZING AUGUST 17, 2026 THROUGH AUGUST 21, 2026  
AND AUGUST 24, 2026 THROUGH AUGUST 28, 2026 AS AMNESTY  

PERIODS RELATIVE TO THE LATE FEE NORMALLY  
CHARGED FOR DOG LICENSING. 

 
By Councilor Smith: 
 
 WHEREAS, Rome City Clerk, Eric Seelig, has suggested that August 17, 2026 through 
August 21, 2026 and August 24, 2026 through August 28, 2026, be designated as amnesty periods 
whereby the late fee of $20.00 per dog not licensed within sixty (60) days of expiration of the 
previous license, currently in place in the Rome Code of Ordinances, be waived for individuals 
with out-of-date dog licenses to make their dogs’ licenses current; now, therefore, 
 
  BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Rome, New York, that August 17, 
2026 through August 21, 2026 and August 24, 2026 through August 28, 2026, are hereby declared 
to be amnesty periods whereby the late fee of $20.00 per dog not licensed within sixty (60) days 
of expiration of the previous license, currently in place in the Rome Code of Ordinances, shall be 
waived for individuals with out-of-date dog licenses to make their dogs’ licenses current. 
 
Seconded by Councilor Sparace. 
By Councilor Mortise: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the unanimous consent of this Common Council be, and the same hereby 
is given to the consideration of Ordinance No 9892. 
 
Seconded by Councilor Reilly. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 9892 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 
 
 



COMMON COUNCIL                                    AUGUST 12, 2026 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 9893 
 

AUTHORIZING MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO APPROVE 
THE SALE OF CITY OWNED PARCEL (410 WEST LIBERTY STREET)  

TO BUYER FOR $1,000.00. 
 

By Councilor Fazio: 
 
 WHEREAS, New York State Real Property Tax Law Section 1166 and Rome Charter Laws 
Section 33(3) allow the City of Rome to sell and convey real property obtained by virtue of a tax 
foreclosure proceeding, upon approval and confirmation of a 5/7 vote of the Rome Common 
Council, with or without advertising for bids, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of tax sales, certain city owned parcels of land are in the City’s 
possession and the City desires to sell and convey said real property to a responsible buyer, now, 
therefore; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED, that the Mayor of the City of Rome is authorized to convey a parcel at 
410 West Liberty Street (Tax Map No. 242.041-1-043) to buyer listed in Exhibit A, and;  
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Rome that it approves 
and confirms the sale and conveyance of a parcel on 410 West Liberty Street (Tax Map No. 
242.041-1-043) to the buyer listed in Exhibit A for the monetary consideration of $1,000.00, said 
conveyance to take place following the contingencies hereinafter set forth, and; 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this authorization is contingent upon the buyer having 
completed this transaction by rendering any payment in full to the City of Rome within forty-five 
(45) days following receipt and review of copies of the proposed transfer documents pursuant to 
this sale. 
 
Seconded by Councilor Reilly. 
By Councilor Sbaraglia: 
 

RESOLVED, that the unanimous consent of this Common Council be, and the same hereby 
is given to the consideration of Ordinance No. 9893. 

 
Seconded by Councilor Smith. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 9893 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 
 



 
EXHIBIT “A” 

 
 
TAX MAP NO:    242.041-1-043 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:   410 West Liberty Street 
CONSIDERATION:   $1,000.00 
BUYER:     Joseph Calandra 
 
 
 
 
 































COMMON COUNCIL                                    AUGUST 12, 2026 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 9894 
 

AUTHORIZING MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ROME TO APPROVE 
THE SALE OF CITY OWNED PARCEL (412 WEST LIBERTY STREET)  

TO BUYER FOR $1,000.00. 
 

By Councilor Mortise: 
 
 WHEREAS, New York State Real Property Tax Law Section 1166 and Rome Charter Laws 
Section 33(3) allow the City of Rome to sell and convey real property obtained by virtue of a tax 
foreclosure proceeding, upon approval and confirmation of a 5/7 vote of the Rome Common 
Council, with or without advertising for bids, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of tax sales, certain city owned parcels of land are in the City’s 
possession and the City desires to sell and convey said real property to a responsible buyer, now, 
therefore; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED, that the Mayor of the City of Rome is authorized to convey a parcel at 
412 West Liberty Street (Tax Map No. 242.041-1-044) to buyer listed in Exhibit A, and;  
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Rome that it approves 
and confirms the sale and conveyance of a parcel on 412 West Liberty Street (Tax Map No. 
242.041-1-044) to the buyer listed in Exhibit A for the monetary consideration of $1,000.00, said 
conveyance to take place following the contingencies hereinafter set forth, and; 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this authorization is contingent upon the buyer having 
completed this transaction by rendering any payment in full to the City of Rome within forty-five 
(45) days following receipt and review of copies of the proposed transfer documents pursuant to 
this sale. 
 
Seconded by Councilor Reilly. 
By Councilor Sparace: 
 

RESOLVED, that the unanimous consent of this Common Council be, and the same hereby 
is given to the consideration of Ordinance No. 9894. 

 
Seconded by Councilor Sbaraglia. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 9894 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 
 



 
EXHIBIT “A” 

 
 
TAX MAP NO:    242.041-1-044 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:   412 West Liberty Street 
CONSIDERATION:   $1,000.00 
BUYER:     Joseph Calandra 
 
 
 
 
 































COMMON COUNCIL                                         AUGUST 12, 2026 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 9895 
 

AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT OF “STOP” SIGNS AT EACH END OF CORTLAND AVENUE. 
 

By Councilor Fazio: 
 
 WHEREAS, Linda Fazio, 3rd Ward Councilor for the City of Rome, New York, has requested 
the placement of “Stop” signs on Cortland Ave. at the Court Street and Embargo Street 
intersections, pursuant to the attached map which is made part of this Ordinance; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Public Works, following a review of the conditions along 
said streets and in consideration of the requests made by local residents, recommends the 
placement of “Stop” signs on Cortland Ave. at the Court Street and Embargo Street intersections, 
pursuant to the attached map which is made part of this Ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, the placement of “Stop” signs on Cortland Ave. at the Court Street and 
Embargo Street intersections, alleviates the safety and traffic concerns having been voiced by 
local residents; now, therefore,  

 
 BE IT ORDAINED, that the placement of “Stop” signs on Cortland Ave. at the Court Street 
and Embargo Street intersections, pursuant to the attached map which is made part of this 
Ordinance, be and is hereby permitted. 
   
Seconded by Councilor Sparace. 
By Councilor Smith: 
 

RESOLVED, that the unanimous consent of this Common Council be, and the same hereby 
is given to the consideration of Ordinance No. 9895. 

 
Seconded by Councilor Sbaraglia. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 9895 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 





COMMON COUNCIL                                        AUGUST 12, 2026 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 9896 
 

AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY (709 CANAL STREET). 
 
By Councilor Mortise: 
  
 WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Rome, New York, has requested authorization to 
acquire a portion of real property located at 709 Canal Street, for a purchase price of One 
Hundred Fifty Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($150,000.00); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed Purchase Agreement is attached hereto and made a part of this 
Ordinance; now, therefore  
 

BE IT ORDAINED, that the Mayor of the City of Rome be and is hereby authorized to enter 
into an Agreement, approved by the Corporation Counsel, for the purchase of real property 
depicted and described in the attached documents, for the purchase price of One Hundred Fifty 
Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($150,000.00). 
 
Seconded by Councilor Reilly. 
By Councilor Dursi: 
 

RESOLVED, that the unanimous consent of this Common Council be, and the same hereby 
is given to the consideration of Ordinance No. 9896. 

 
Seconded by Councilor Fazio. 
 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 9896 
AYES:   Sparace, Mortise, Fazio, Smith, Reilly, Dursi, Sbaraglia 
NAYS:   None 
ADOPTED:  August 12, 2026 
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